Regional School on

Democracy and Democratization in Asia

Jointly organized by Sungkonghoe University and ARENA

Introduction

A regional school on Democracy and Democratization in Asia has been organized within the framework of the MA course in Inter-Asia NGO Studies (MAINS), Sungkonghoe University, Seoul. The course looks into the dynamics of societal changes and examines how people’s learning has been influencing the processes of democratization and social change. Practical learning from people’s participation in democratization processes and movements and resistance against hostile forces based on participants' experience is another important dimension of the course. Learning from the grassroots development organizations is another major feature of the course. 

Course Focus

Introducing students to key concepts, methods and processes of political, institutional and social and cultural aspects of democracy and democratization process in Asia and their impact on the people and the communities for sustainable livelihoods.

Objectives
At the end of this course students will be able to:

· Define the concepts and principles of democracy;

· Understand the democratization process under different conditions and contexts;

· Understand how people's rights are undermined by hegemonic forces, both local and global;

· Describe how movement organizations learn and grow;

· Develop greater insights on people’s participation;

· Examine the role of NGOs and the civil society in mobilizing the people to act for social change.

Methodology

· a one-week intensive summer school

· “team teaching” program comprising selected ARENA Fellows and SKHU faculty coordinated by Co-Director of MAINS

· Special venue

· To invite selected representatives from Korean NGOs/social movements

· Interactive learning along with pre-assigned lectures in the form of “commune learning”

· Everyone makes a presentation and everyone is faculty-student, and everyone shares the logistical work equally (educational self-governance)

· The intensive course will facilitate interaction of the global-local interfaces as a new model of critical Asian studies

· Korean social activists are required to participate from day 1 to day 5. This has to be ensured by their sponsoring organizations. They will participate with MAINS students in thematic sessions and logistics/cultural activities with equal status. SKHU will offer them a certificate. 

Course contents

The course will be kicked off with an opening greeting and an introduction to the course. Eight thematic sessions have been planned exclusively for the regular participants, that is, MAINS students (12) and selected Korean activists (12). 
Course structure

This course is 45 credit hours intensive week spread seven days. This includes classroom teaching, students' presentations/seminars, debates and cultural presentations. The program has been planned as follows.

Morning session
: 3 hours, 0900-1200

Afternoon session
: 3 hours, 1400-1700

Evening session
: 1.5 hours, 1900-2030

	Day
	Session
	Theme
	Facilitator

	Day 0 

(1 July)
	1600
	Departure from SKHU 
	

	
	2000
	Briefing session 
	

	Day 1

(2 July)
	Morning
	Opening greetings by Oh Jae Shik 
	

	
	
	Democracy and Democratization in Asia: A General Introduction; by Mohiuddin Ahmad 
	

	
	Afternoon
	Discussion 
	

	
	Evening
	Cultural activities
	

	Day 2 

(3 July)
	Morning
	Assessing democratization against dictatorships in Asia
	Anselmo Lee

	
	Afternoon
	Reflection of and interaction with Korean activists on democratization process
	Lea L. Espallardo 

	
	Evening
	Cultural activities
	

	Day 3

(4 July)
	Morning
	Globalization, resistance and democracy 
	Andrew Aeria 

	
	Afternoon
	Global democracy and alternatives 
	Muto Ichio 

	
	Evening
	Cultural activities
	

	Day 4

(5 July)
	Morning
	Hegemony and democracy
	Cho Hee Yeon 

	
	Afternoon
	Democracy and gender 
	Lee Jung Ok 

	
	Evening
	Cultural activities
	

	Day 5

(6 July)
	Morning
	Security, militarization and democracy 
	Dorothy Guerrero

	
	Afternoon
	Democracy, globalization and labor
	Lee Chang-Hee 

	
	Evening
	Cultural activities
	

	Day 6

(7 July)
	Morning
	Students' free time for report preparation
	

	
	Afternoon
	Students' individual seminar; wrap-up and closing 
	

	
	Evening
	
	

	Day 7 

(8 July)
	Morning
	Study tour around Ga-pyong
	

	
	Afternoon
	
	

	
	Evening
	Return to SKHU
	


 Morning and afternoon sessions are divided in two parts including a break of 15 minutes. 

Part 1: 45-minute presentation by the facilitator

Part 2: 120-minute question-answer, comment and reflection by participants; this includes a 15-mininutes summary session mainly for Korean activists at the end. 

Course requirement

1. All facilitators will prepare a write-up on the assigned theme.  They may use materials written by others and relevant to the theme.
2. Facilitators’ role is to make a presentation on the theme (lecture) and then to steer discussion.

3. Participants go through all required readings. 

4. Code of ethics will be established in the first day of the semester.

5. There will be a number of team assignments and individual assignments in terms of presentations. Facilitators may encourage forming smaller groups, arranging intra-group discussion and group presentation, and inter-grouping debate in respective sessions.
6. Each participant will reflect on the thematic discussion in each session from day 1 to day 5.

7. Each MAINS student will prepare a paper on Democracy and Democratization. Students are expected to bring country/ sub-regional/regional/global perspective in the paper.
8. Each student will give a seminar (10 minutes each) on day 7 based on their paper. 
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